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I.- ¿WHO WE ARE? …WE´RE AN NGO THAT SHOULD NOT EXIST

SALARTE was created in response to a dramatic situation of abandonment of the salt marsh, aiming

recovery, management and enhancement of the marsh.

SALARTE is declared by the Government of Spain as a "social entity" (charity NGO)

What we do?
We provide services for the development of scientific, social, economic and cultural initiatives.

What´s the goal?
To reconstruct a living area that provides goods and services and set people & nature roots

SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL SYSTEM
For whom we work?

We work in the management of living territories which enhance biodiversity, create value and improve the quality of
life… “For Nature, for people, for children, for a better future”

¿How do we do it?
Creating economic activity, recovering ethnography & territory pride, improving the landscape
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SANTA TERESA – DOÑANA SALTPAN RECOVERY

1999 - 2005



Annotations

SANTA TERESA – DOÑANA SALTPAN RECOVERY
1999 - 2005



Corps de texte 

LOS TORUÑOS MARSHES
Bay of Cádiz
2006-2012



WHAT WE HAVE CONTRIBUTED?
• We’ve created the management model of an abandoned marsh and become the most visited Metropolitan Park in Spain.
• We learnt at Los Toruños Metropolitan Park from the marsh, the artisanal saltpans and the bay of Cadiz.
• We’ve organized two International Saltpan Meetings (Morocco, Portugal and France) in 2007 and 2009.

• We’ve prepared and defended projects in Parliament, Senate and Congress Deputies.
• We agree to all political parties to recover the artisan production of sea salt.
• We achieve to change the Spanish legislation about salt production (RD 1634/2013 Law).
• We’ve managed the recovery of some abandoned saltpans, celebrated some Bird Migration Festival and several Fam Trips there
• We strive to demonstrate a pioneer way to managing protected areas: Land Stewarship model (UK&USA model)



3.000 years after, Spain discover that Virgin Sea Salt and Flower of Salt does exist!!!

…finally, we can compare ourselves with 
Europe law… but only a little bit

From there, the challenge begins... 
added value, cooperativism, differentiation, quality, craftsmanship and tailor-made tourism are the challenges of the future.

WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED?

The change of the Spanish legislation about salt production



2° largest Blue C sinks
Marsh >60% Rainforest

1º Mangroves
Blue Carbon storage

1.200 CO2 ha-1

2º Salt Marsh
Blue Carbon storage

900 t CO2 ha-1

3º Saltpans
Blue Carbon storage

700 t CO2 ha-1

Active saltpans stocks 150 t CO2 ha-1 more than abandoned saltpan one. Source: IUCN.



Saltpans offer a wealth of socio-ecosystem and human welfare services

Walking

Fishing

Meat

Vegetables

Molluscs, 
crustaceans, 

eelgrass, 
…

Salt

Algae

Birdwatching

Sports

Gastronomy

Flood
prevention

Blue Carbon sink

Fish recruitment

O2 
production

Researching

Biodiversity



Ecosystem Services & Human Wellbeing
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How many ecosystem services 

do saltpans generate?

Capital Theory 



• Climate Regulation

• Flood Protection

• Provisioning Services

• Coastal Erosion



But there’re much more!    32 ecosystem services generated by saltpans



So…what is our challenge?

Products
Manufactured Salt

Cooked fish
Served Oyster
Packed Algae

Canned Sea Samphire
Thalasoterapy

Ecotourism pack
…

Goods
Water

Vegetation
Landscape

Birds
Fish

Oyster
Sea samphire

Algae
Mud

… Services
Experiences

Culture
Ecotourism

Birdwatching
Gastronomy

High value products
High value services

…



LET’S TURN GOODS INTO HIGH VALUE PRODUCTS & SERVICES!

TROCADERO ISLAND 3 MICHELIN STAR RESTAURANT

…and, after a lot of work…we’d get it!
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CURRENT 

SITUATION AT 

BAY OF CADIZ

160 saltpans in 1980

4 active saltpans today

…

10.522 Has. to work…

5.373 Has. to restore!
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We have been restored 8 abandoned saltpans and 4 saltmarshes since 2012…

But Salarte also looks human, social and economic performance ...

The key is to link human population with his territory. To value the local knowledge.



L'île du Trocadéro
Consulate Saltpan
2014-2020



L'île du Trocadéro - 2014-2020
La Covacha Saltpan



LA COVACHA SALTPAN



SOME SALTPANS RESTORED BY SALARTE



TREBUJENA MARSHES



SAN JOSÉ SALTPAN





LA ESPERANZA SALTPAN



EL ROSARIO SALTPAN - VOLUNTEER CAMP





©Nuria Martín Sanjuan



MAURITANIA SALTPANS



VENEZUELA SALTPANS



ESTERO SANTA CRUZ, SONORA. MÉXICO



SALINAS LA CONCEPCIÓ. FORNELLS, MENORCA.



SALINS AL FATH
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Cádiz

Rota

El Puerto

Puerto Real

Balbanera
saltpan







WE´RE WORKING AND SPREADING THE VERY BEST OF CADIZ BAY MARSHES AND SALTPANS LOOKING FOR 
IT AWARENESS…EXCURSIONS, ECOTOURISM AND FAM TRIPS, BIRDWATCHING: LIFETIME EXPERIENCES.
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TIDAL MILL - XIX CENTURY
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TIDAL MILL - XX CENTURY



TIDAL MILL - XXI CENTURY
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TIDAL MILL - XXI CENTURY
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50
https://time.com/5926780/chef-angel-leon-sea-rice/
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The dream of the restore abandoned saltpans and the Z. marina stocks by cultivation of eelgrass and use the grain for

human food…



https://www.cerealmarino.com/en/



Let us look at the salt marshes with pride, hunger and enthusiasm…







New products and revenues, economic diversification, knowledge of the world, innovation, ideas... 

For running a saltpan network with a 21st century vision!



…but always for the benefit of the salt farmer and the fishermen...

because without a salt farmer there are no living saltpans...

without saltpans there is no biodiversity...

without salt there is no product to offer...

no tourist destination to market...

no birds to show, no ecotourists to welcome

We manage gastronomy & eco-tourism as a tool for conservation







THANKS FRANCE, FOR YOUR INSPIRATIONAL JOB REGARDING THE SALTPANS

SEE YOU AT THE CADIZ BAY!

BirdLife Magazine April-June 2018 “Salt of the Earth” 

http://magazine.birdlife.org/mag/0704373001522321698?feature=archive

Saltpans & Ponds: Socio-Ecosystems connecting lives

https://vimeo.com/352607104

juan.martin@salarte.org

http://magazine.birdlife.org/mag/0704373001522321698?feature=archive
https://vimeo.com/352607104
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